RESPONSUM

(DIGEST)
The Halachic Basis of our Kashruth Certification of
Hormel Company Incorporated Gelatin.

BY RABBI YEHUDA GERSHUNI
& RABBI JEHIEL M. GOLDSMITH

Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzensky of Wilno, of Blessed
Memory, in his book, “Achi Ezer”, Part Yore Deah, paragraph .
11. states: ... When, by chemical processes, the elements are
separated and a new substance is produced ... since it cannot be
attained unless the original material is dried and spoiled even if
later, by chemical processes, it is given a good taste, it is
considered a new substance.”

On the basis of this Halachic principle, the universally
accepted Halachic authority pronounced the new substance to be
Kosher and pareve. The Hormel Company Incorporated Gelatin
may by all standards be classified as a new substance regardless
of its origin prior to the various chemical treatments and
processes preceding the product called gelatin.

Rabbi Grodzensky’s verdict is based upon such authorities as
the Shulchan Aruch, Rama, Schach etc. However, the Ritvo
preceded them, and in his comments on tractate Avoda Zara, 39,
he writes: “And where (a food article) becomes inedible even for
a dog, although it is later made edible, it cannot again assume an
‘Issur’ (prohibition.) — It is as if one perfumes a malodorous
carcass or dust. It does not regain its previous status.”

A similar opinion is rendered in “Chavat Daat”, Hilchot
Taaruvot, 103. Among the latter Halachic authorities who
expressed similar views are Rabbi Yehuda Leib Zirelson, in his
book “Atzei Levanon”, paragraph 43; Rabbi Issac Burstein of .
Ostrolenko, in “Mat’amei Yitzchak™, in the Yore Deah part,
paragraph 24, 25: Rabbi Judah L. Seltzer (for many years
Secretary-General of the Unionof Orthodox Rabbis of America),
in his book *“V’zot Liyehuda”, paragraph 26; and the venerable
Rabbi Joseph Eliyahu Henkin, in “Eduth Israel”.

Our Certification of Hormel Company Incorporated Gelatin
" as Kosher and Pareve is, as any unbiased reader will see, based
upon unimpeachable Halachic sources. Being fully acquainted
with the methods and processes used in the manufacture of
Hormel Company Incorporated Gelatin, we can state without
equivocation that it meets the specifications of the Orthodox
Dietary Laws and is Kosher and Pareve.
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